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Viceroy's Speech at the Investiture of the Maharaja of Jodhpur
at Jodhpur on 27th January 1923

It gives me great pleasure to be present here to-day to invest
the Maharaja of Jodhpur with ruling powers because I am
afforded an opportunity not only of showing my personal interest
in the young Prince whose name, if I may say so, is full of happy
augury for the future, but also of making my acquaintance with
the Jodhpur State. His Highness succeeded to the gadi at the
age of fifteen, a little more than four years ago, and during his
minority the administration of the State has been conducted by a
Council of Regency under the presidency of His Highness the late
Maharaja Sir Pratap Singh, who returned from France to place
his services once more at the disposal of the Jodhpur State. He
occupied the position of Maharaja Regent till the day of his
death on the 4th September, 1922. Though called in the closing
years of his life to conduct once again for the third time the
administration of the Jodhpur State during the minority of a
Ruling Prince, he brought to his task the same indomitable
energy, the same masterful personality, which had characterized
him throughout his active connection with the Government of
Marwar, a period extending with brief interruptions over sixty
years. Throughout his life he was never surpassed in loyalty
and devotion to the Crown, and he enjoyed the privilege of the
esteem and friendship of our King-Emperor. We all, I know,
feel the deepest regret that death has robbed him of the joy of
seeing his labours crowned by the ceremony of to-day. Time
alone can show the extent of the debt which the State owes to the
late Maharaja Regent.

The period of the regency has been marked by a series of
lean years, due to insufficient rainfall, and owing to trade de-
pression a considerable decline has resulted in the gross receipts
of the Jodhpur-Bikaner Railway, one of the main sources of the
State income, while working expenses and establishment charges
have increased. Despite these adverse conditions, the finances
of the State are in a very satisfactory condition. The revenue
has risen from about Rs. 89,00,000 to Rs. 1,00,00,000. After
defraying debts, amounting to Rs. 35,00,000 approximately
and providing a sum of no less than Rs. 70,00,000 for capital
outlay on the railway, it has been possible by the exercise of
the strictest economy to add Rs. 31,00,000 to the State
reserve fund, which now amounts to nearly Rs. 2,50,00,000.
A revision of the land revenue settlement made in 1881, which